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With the start of the 2013-2014

school year, the Bilingual Department
officially entered its tenth year of
operation. With 138 students from
14 different nations and 26 faculty
members, it has come a long way
from its humble beginnings. Let’s
take a moment to look back at the
decade of growth and change that has
made the Bilingual Department what
it is today.

In 2003, a grade one bilingual
class with 5 students and a grade
seven bilingual class with 10 students

were added to the Nanke Elementary
School and Nanke Junior High
School, respectively. Their purpose
was to provide quality education for
the English-speaking children of those
who came from overseas to work in
the Southern Taiwan Science Park.

“Back then, we only had this
tiny room on the fourth floor of the
elementary building with a divider
in it recalls Mis: Rebecca Chen:
one of the founding teachers of the
elementary bilingual classes. “Things
were really quite different.”
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When Nanke Elementary and
Nanke Junior High merged into
NNKIEH in 2006, the separate
bilingual classes combined to form
one Bilingual Department with its
own faculty and director.

A grade ten class was also added
to accommodate those moving up
from junior high. The following year,
the department moved to its current
location across from the regular junior
high school.

The past four years have been a
time of milestones for the Bilingual
Department. In 2009, a class of 3
became the first graduates, and by
2010, every class from grade one to
grade twelve had students. A whole
host of extracurricular activities
appeared, including MUN, Debate,
Journalism, Soccer, Interact, World
Scholar’s Cup, and Student Council.
From AP Calculus to AP US History,
an increased number of foreign
teachers also beefed up the Advanced
Placement program. Finally, as
part of an effort to achieve WASC
(Western Association of Schools and
Colleges) accreditation, the Bilingual
Department changed its name to IBST
(International Bilingual School at
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Tainan science park) and adopted the
ESLR; a set of Expected School-wide
student Learning goals. Last year,
then-senior Megan Cheng became the
first student from Nanke to receive the
National Merit Scholarship, giving the
school a significant visibility boost to
US colleges.

Several sophomores who have
been with the department since its
inception have concurred that “the
facilities are much better” and the
“teachers are more experienced now,”
than they were ten years ago.

So, where i1s IBST headed from
here? “I hope we can get IBST WASC
accredited soon,” said Director
Martina Chen, referring to the 3-year
candidacy status granted to the
department in April.

“This is our major goal—to
promote our school internationally
and ensure the quality of our
education.”

As for the students, many hope
to see even more clubs, activities,
and APs open in the future. With the
student body continuing to grow at
a rate of 12 students per year, this
is certainly a realistic goal for the
coming decade.
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