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On March 16th and 17th, IBST
held the 7th annual Nanke Invita-
tional Forensics Tournament.
NIFTy, IBST's annual speech and
debate tournament is a well-loved
and highly anticipated school tradi-
tion, serving as an opportunity to
interact with students of other
schools. Students from Taipei
American School (TAS), Ivy Colle-
giate Academy (ICA) and IBST
gathered to participate in this tour-
nament, enjoying two days of
engaging debate and entertaining
performances.

NIFTy is sorted into two age
levels: middle school and high
school, respectively known as the
junior varsity and varsity divisions.
In both age levels, there are a total
of eight events, six speech events
and two types of debate. The six
speech events include: Solo Inter-
pretation, Duo Interpretation, Origi-
nal Oratory, Editorial Commentary,

Storytelling, and Impromptu
Speaking, while the two types
of debate are Policy and
Lincoln-Douglas (otherwise known
as LD).

Solo and Duo Interpretation
are performances of a published
work, such as a play, TV show, or
story. These events consist of one
or two performers, respectively,
and are ten minutes long. This
year, these categories consisted of
acts with topics ranging from buli-
mia to bullying in the varsity divi-
sion, and interpretations of movies
to vanity in the junior varsity divi-
sion.

Original Oratory is an original
five to eight minute speech deliv-
ered from memory on any topic of
the participant’s choosing. This
year's competitors chose topics
including free speech, mental
iliness, procrastination, and anime.

Editorial Commentary is a

scripted speech delivered between
one-minute and forty-five seconds
to two-minutes, analyzing and
providing commentary on contem-
porary news events such as gun
control and the situation in Syria.

Storytelling, a presentation of
six minutes at most on a story
targeted towards children ages five
to twelve, ranged from stories such
as “Froggy gets a Doggy” to clas-
sic fairy tales like “The Three Little
Pigs.”

Impromptu Speaking is a two
minute narration on a topic drawn
immediately before their speech
with one minute of preparation
time. This event consisted of a
variety of topics, from social move-
ments such as Black Lives Matter
to college applications and Netflix.

Policy debate is a roughly
hour-long category focused on the
analysis of the given motion and
the proposal of a solution, or in

other words, a policy. These
debates consist of an affirmative
side proposing the plan, and a
negative side in charge of the
defense of the status quo. The
motion chosen for NIFTy 2018 was
on Taiwan’s policy towards labor
importation.

Lincoln-Douglas debate is a
roughly forty minute debate con-
sisting of one debater on each
side, affirmative or negative, who
emphasizes a value that either
supports or refutes the motion. The
motion chosen for this year was
one on the use of plea bargaining.

After a weekend of enjoyable
events, the tournament closed off
with an award ceremony and video
recap of the weekend. Students
celebrated their wins and the many
hardworking participants and
judges were thanked for coming as
NIFTy 2018 finally came to a close.
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