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WASCVISITATON:

Several years ago, the Bilingual Department
(IBST) at Nanke Experimental High School
began an accreditation process with the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).
WASC is a worldwide school acerediting commis-
sion. According to their website, WASC accredita-
tion “assures a school community that the school’s
purposes are appropriate and being accomplished
through a viable, trustworthy institution for stu-
dent learning; validates the integrity of the school’s
program and transcripts; facilitates transfer of cred-
its to other English-speaking schools which is crit-
ical for college and university acceptance world-
wide; and fosters the ongoing improvement of the
school’s programs and operations to support stu-
dent learning.” IBST believes that WASC accredi-
tation will help IBST to become a better school
and will provide its students with an even high-
er-quality education than they currently receive.

The WASC accreditation process, howcvcr, is a
difficult one and takes years to complete. The initial
WASC visit to IBST was in 2012! In February of
this year, IBST hosted a WASC Visiting Commit-
tee, the final step in the accreditation process. This
five-day visit by a three-person team of professional
educators was preceded by months of work on an
extensive self-study report. The one-hundred-forty
page report is a prerequisite to the visit by the Vis-
iting Committee. The self-study report gives an

3ST By wr. keew \é

overview of IBST, NNKIEH, and the science park
community. It covers a wide range of topics: bud-
gets, curriculum, pedagogy, assessment, cultural
information, the physical facilities, ete. The com-
mittee then uses the report to compare their obser-
vations and IBST's view of itself.

Despite the Visiting Committee’s attempt to allay
our fears, the visit was stressful, which is only natu-
ral when you are trying to make a good impression.
The Visiting Committee members are from other
countries and therefore speak no Chinese. They
needed help with basics such as transportation,
hotel accommodations, and food. During their
visit, the committee observed several classes and
met with various “stakeholders” (teachers, parents,
administration, and students) to ask and answer
questions. The committee wrote a thirty-two page
document based on their observations; the report
outlines IBST strengths and weaknesses. Before
leaving IBST, the Visiting Committee met with
some of the faculty to briefly share their conclu-
sions.

Now we are waiting to hear the results. We hope
and expect that we will be approved for accredita-
tion. The IBST stakeholders have put a great deal
of effort into this process, and, as the WASC pro-
cess requires, will continue to do so in the future.

All of us at IBST recognize the importance and
value of being a WASC accredited school.
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