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From November 23rd to 25th,
IBST students Frank Chiu, Lenno
Streiter, Cynthia Chen, Kyle Lu,
Arunmolhi Kaarthik, and Daniel
Lin participated in the Taipei North
East Asian Open debate champi-
onship at National ChengChi
University in Taipei. This presti-
gious event was primarily intended
for university students only, but
recent changes to the organiza-
tion’s constitution opened the
event up to high schools, by
invitation only. IBST students
faced off against university
students from Malaysia, Korea,
Japan, Hong Kong, China, and
Taiwan, as well as opponents from
other high schools. Several IBST
participants received higher rank-
ings and speaker scores than
more experienced university
students and bested teams that
later went on to win the open
grand championship in individual
debates. Frank Chiu and Lenno
Streiter won the high school grand
championship, defeating three
Korean teams. They adeptly
argued in opposition to the follow-
ing motion to achieve victory:

Assuming that humanity
prior to the Industrial Revolu-
tion had knowledge of how

FitERARE
e

industrialization led to wide-
spread environmental destruc-
tion, this house believes that
humanity, at that point in time,
has a moral obligation to reject
industrialization.

The debates followed the
British Parliamentary format, and
all debate motions were impromp-
tu (not announced before the
event.) Teams received the
motions together in the auditorium
of the NCCU Social Sciences
building and then had fifteen
minutes to prepare. Each govern-
ment and opposition team
featured two pairs of debaters,
usually from different schools.

MOTION:

Assuming that humanity prior to the Industrial
Revolution had knowledge of how industrializatio
led to widespread enviranmental destruction,

| This House Believes That humani

Rt RmARE
R

While combined teams worked to
win the debate together, each pair
ranked 1st through 4th for each
round, and each debater earned
individual speaker points. After
each debate, the judges delivered
their verdicts and scores and
spent time providing feedback to
the debaters. The debate motions
were all advanced, and winning
teams had to know which specific
techniques to utilize in order to
rebut and counter their opponents’
arguments. Given that the two
pairs of debaters in each team did
not necessarily know one another
and did not prepare together,
teams had to be able to respond

OPPOSiﬁ()n T

IBST 1

FitoERARE
Bk

quickly and appropriately to their
newly assigned teammates’
speeches, tracking one another’s
argumentation and planning the
next attack while waiting for their
turn to deliver their speeches.

IBST's debate teams repre-
sented the school well, gaining
respect from the NEAO organiza-
tion and the university judges and
debaters. NEAO will not be held in
Taiwan again in the next few
years, as the event rotates
between Asian countries yearly.
For the next few years, IBST holds
the title of NEAO High School
champions
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