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In the world’s broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of Life,
Be not like dumb, driven cattle!

Be a hero in the strife!
—---by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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Interact Winter Camp

This is not the first time
Interact has hosted an event such
as this. During last summer’s
vacation, Interact held a five day
camp at Shi-Gang Elementary
School. The previous camp and
the upcoming camp both follow a
regular school schedule-starting

While most students spend their winter break
staying home and relaxing, or heading off on
vacation, Interact students this year have dedicated
part of theirs to enrich the lives of kids who are
more in need. Interact plans on hosting a three day,
two night winter camp at Cheng Li Elementary
School-located in Yui Jing, Tainan, from January
21st to the 23rd.

The students Interact will be helping with come
from an underprivileged background. According to
the Taiwanese Ministry of Education, Cheng Li
Elementary School is marked as a “rural school.”
With scarce resources and limited funding, kids of
Cheng Li hardly get to leave their school for out
of school trips. Thus, Interact will be bringing the
outside to them.

In hosting this winter camp, students on both
sides benefit. Students from Cheng Li Elementary
School can overcome their fear of using English in
conversations through fun games. It also exposes
them to a different kind of culture that the kids
from IBST bring. On the flip side, Interact members
can practice their leadership skills through leading
games and teaching English. IBST students can
also learn to appreciate what they have. When
Interact kids from our school walk into the campus,
hope fully they’ll observe many of the teardowns
in the classrooms and many of the financial
difficulties of the students.

at 8 and ending at 4. Students
will begin their day with English and art lessons
before having rehearsals for the talent show that’s
to be performed onthe last day of camp. In the
afternoons, students will play outdoor activities,
such as soccer, fun games and scavenger hunts.

This winter camp, however, is not going to be
the same old summer camp they had six months
ago. “In terms of English classes, we have gone
from passive English learning to active learning.
Also, the soccer is going to be Futsal as they
don’t have a soccer field,” explains Civia Chen,
the president of Interact Club. Active learning
means that students will not be taught directly by
a teacher. Rather they will enhance their English
skills through interactions and group activities.
Faye Ho, another member of the Interact club
explains that*...only 27 students signed up for the
camp...and we have more teachers per class. Since
we have more teachers, we get to do more group
activities.”

Making the camp a reality took more than just
one individual’s effort. It took countless meetings,
plans and ideas from all of Interact’s members.
First, Interact had to divide all of the participants
from Cheng Li Elementary school into three
classes. From there, seven teachers, including 2
homeroom teachers, 3 English teachers and 2 art
teachers were assigned to each class. Then, they
were still left with the daunting task of paying for
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iit all. “The school isn’t providing us any kind of
funding...” explained Civia. To get around such
an obstacle, Interact set up booths during Sports
Day that sold sodas, sushi rolls, instant noodles
and nachos. Members of Interact will also have to
pay for their own accommodations during the 3 day
camp.

The idea of first hosting winter/summer camps
came from suggestions brought up by Ms. Martina.
Given the opportunity of hosting a summer camp,
Ms. Martina suggested that Interact host their
camp in the elementary school she attended.
According to Ms. Martina, she first proposed the
idea of hosting a camp at her school because the
elementary school she attended is not far away
from the city, yet it lacks resources; especially
English ones. She said, “The elementary school
I attended is only a few minutes drive from the
city and not in the mountains which might be more
convenient for our students to go help.” Since then,
Interact has “continued the tradition” of hosting
winter/summer camps.

At the previous summer camp, all of Interact’s
members knew they had fulfilled their goal when
they saw kids begging for them to stay on the final
day. According to Angela Shen, one of the English
teachers at the camp, “the kids were resistant in the
first few days of the camp and by the last day they
were begging for us to stay.” Interact members are
hoping to have the same positive impact this time
around.

“I feel excited...LLast year at the summer camp,
I felt accomplished because I felt I did something
good for the kids and society.” says Brian Wu.
Faye Ho also added, “I miss the young faces from
the previous camp and I'm excited to help even
more kids during the coming camp.”
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