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Most of us expected a field of grass and
occasional sprouts of other types of flora that
interrupted the peaceful, yet uneventful,
terrain. It was to our genuine surprise, howev-
er, to behold a technologically-advanced labo-
ratory at the World Vegetable Center on Janu-
ary 23, 2018. The laboratories and buildings
seemed to blend harmoniously into the
surrounding farms and greenhouses, giving off
an aura of industrialism and beauty. Near the
gates, international flags soared to the sky,
while a circular field of flowered bushes
adorned the middle of the complex. Ironically,
there was a volleyball court to the left as well.
It was then, after the group picture, that we
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realized that the trip was going to exceed our
expectations.

We walked down the rubble path surround-
ed on both sides by greenhouses and were led
to a lab-light room. In it were specimens of a
variety of flora and fauna, ranging from the
Amaranth Leaf Webber and Tobacco Cutworm
o the Legume Pod Borer. While enthusiastic
fourth-graders asked questions for over twenty
minutes, | observed the room and noticed a
calendar packed with activities. The job of a
botanist isn't as easy as we think.

We were introduced to many specimens.
For example, some specimens were parasit-
oid, while others were aggressive by nature
and attacked each other. We were told that the
purpose of the lab was to help control pests
and viruses; thus, specimens were bred and
studied. We also learned about a variety of
traps invented by scientists to catch speci-
mens. One clever idea was to use a plastic
bottle with substances in it to attract insects.
The bottle was engineered so that the insect
would go in but could not get back out.

(AVRDC) ¢

We cc-ntlnued on to the seed/gene bank.
Essentially, the purpose of the bank was to
preserve seeds of a great global variety in
refrigerated and dry areas for use in future
generations in case that species became
extinct. Cleverly, the storage room was built
1.5 meters for the prevention of floods and
earthquakes. When we went into the refrigerat-
ed room, we were at first relieved and fascinat-
ed. In addition, the vanilla smell of the place
made it pleasant. However, 5°C simply isn't a
temperature humans are suited to live in so we
left the room shortly thereafter.

Perhaps the most rewarding event of the
day was when we were able to plant rice
ourselves. While many complained that it was
a disgusting, tiring, and frustrating job, those
who finished their lane were filled with a sense
of achievement. In addition, each of us was
able to empathize with the jobs of farmers and
to avoid waste in the future. After the exhaust-
ing experience, each of us had a nice drink and
walked around the complex one last time
before leaving.
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