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Sweitering heat, screaming kids, and sweaty

perspiration oh my! That' s right! On Monday
June 30th 2014, the Nanke Interact Campers
embarked again on their third weeklong English
Camp (July 1st - July 4th). This year Interact
ventured farther than ever, beyond the realms of
Tainan, into the borders of Changhua, and into the

gates of B &l 3 B .

For four J.lys, 27 young Interact Leaders
taught English to 93 campers via carefully
designed English classes, dances, Papier-miché,
soccer and a variety of afternoon activities,
including a massive 120-man water fight. Interact
President, Civia Chen, says “I' 'm very pleased
with the overall fluidity and success of the camp,
I' m proud of my fellow Interactors for their

hard work, and I' m very thankful that for this

given opportunity. My IBST voyage ended with a
memorable bang.”

Once again, this camp was devised to help
encourage children in underprivileged settings
tu overcome their fears and discomfort of using
English, a scary foreign language. Interact achieved
this by “learning through play” and through
passionate and often earsplitting team chants for
extra brownie points. Nonetheless, although this
camp was most]y based on the very first camp,
Interact has made many revisions since then,
According to several Interact Officers, “For one,
we replaced several games that didn' t work
well last time; we n.-nrmngud the schedule to
better accommodate the physical differences and
abilities, as well as the gener-.ll interests of older and
In short, older kids (Gr.5-6) and

younger kids (Gr.1-4) ran on a slightly different

younger kids.”

schedule. Interact also uxpnndud the camp from
four classes into six. For the Interacters, this meant
more preparation work, more responsibilities and

less free time.

However exhausting the camp may have
been, for many of the Interactors, spending a
week in a rural, underprivileged school was a
priueless, eye-upening and humbiing experience.
The beautiful thing about voluntcu.-rins is that the
benefits are mutual. The kids lhoroughfy enjoyed

themselves: Interact is sure the kids remember at

Q‘k

© Civia Chen

least some English the Interact Campers taught
them, and Interact sincerely hopes that they did
indeed quell some of the children’ s fears of
speaking in a foreign language. The Interactors on
the other hand, walked away with a satisfied heart,
higher confidence levels, boosted leadership skills,
and other preparatory, communication, pl'ubh:m
solving and organisation skills. Interact brought
their knowledge of the outside world to the kids,
and the kids opened up the Interactors’ eyes to
life in a very different academic setting in Taiwan.
At the end of the week, the Interacters walked
away knowing at the very least, that for a week
they made the kids smile, that they made the kids

laugh and that they all had a jolly good time.
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