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While most students spend their summers
playing and relaxing while cn vacation, this summer,
several spent part of it at school! From July 14th to
|8th there was a summer debate camp hosted on
campus. The schoaol hasted not just IBST students,
but students from the International Bilingual School
at Hsinchu-Science-Park (IBSH) and Gangmin as
well,

At the camp, students learned how to
debate and take notes, improved their English, and
also got the chance to meet new people and see
old friends. As the debate coach, Dr. Fruit explained,
“It teaches you how to research, how to read, how
to speak, and how to wark with others” Students
also got the chance to learn different forms of
debate, such as Asian parliamentary, 3 on 3, policy,
and World Scholars Cup.

The debate camp, now in its 5th year, set
a new record with 54 participants, “We broke
the [record for] number of students joined that
we ever had,” said Mrs, Belle, one of the teachers
present at the camp. | got to meet lots of new
people,” said Bill, one 9th grade IBST student.

AEHA WHEEEF

Throughout the camp, students were able
to work on their debate skills, as well as individual
weaknesses, | think it is very hard to debate.
It's hard to debate because | don't know how to
debate, and it's hard to find a good argument, and
dso during debate, | am easy to be nervous,” said
Morris, an 8th grade IBST student attending his first
debate camp.

In debate, a debaters experience and
knowledge on the topic are crucial. "In general,
I'm ok to debate, but when the topic is about
something that | don’t really know, | can’t come
up with arguments really fast” said Bill, who was
attending his third debate camp. At the camp,
students recieved guidance on how to form strong
arguments.

Maost of the day camp was focussed
sclely on learning. The first 3 days were spent cn
developing and practicing skills, while the final day
was for competition. Judges had to figure out who
was the best debater while students voted for the
best judge and best helper. The best judge went to
Jonathan from IBSH, while |1th grade Julia from
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IBST captured the best helper award.

It was not all just debate though! People
also got to have special activities and play sports at
night. “It was very fun, especially soccer” said Bill.
Participants also went on a field trip to Tainan on
the second to last day. The students went to the
Confucian Temple, the Garden Night Market, as
well as some other places inTainan.

Sadly, it appears that this summer debate
camp will be the last for IBST. With debate coach
and camp organizer Dr. Fruit planning on leaving
the school at the end of the year it is unlikely that
the camp will continue in his absence.

When asked about the possibility of
the camp not happening again, Dr. Fruit explained, ‘it
is sad because it's the last summer debate camp, but
this summer debate camp was fun because we got
to debate many different interesting motions and
[the kids] got to interact with people from other
scheols.” While the future of the camp is unsure at
best, the benefit it has had for the students, and the

memories they have made along way, could not beh ;

more dean
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